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Contemporary literature 1s one of the most important sources of
information In reconstructing the history of any country It is the
most effective document which makes the dead past living The
present historical poem named ‘Kalyan Chandrodaya Kavya' throws
a flood of light on the history of Kumaon from 1638 AD to 1745
AD It was wniten by Pt Shivanand Pande,a resident of
Pandegaon in Bhim Tal near Naini Tal His ancestors were great
scholars and held important responsible posts in the court of the
Chand kings of Kumaon The writer himself was closely associated
with the Chand administration and held the important post of the
ambassador and Counsellor for forty years He had intimate
knowledge of the intrigues, upheavals that shook the Chand
administration He took a leading part in the battle of Barakhora
(Batokhara ) against the Rohillas in April 1745 A D Apart from its
literary merit this epic gives a vivid picture of the social, political
and economic condition of Kumaon from 1638 to 1745 The
Himalayan Gazetteer itself 1s based on the information furnished by
the epic which was well known to Pt Rudra Datt Pant who helped
Mr Atkinson in compiling the Gazetteer
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